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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: District of Columbia Zoning Commission 

 

FROM: Jennifer Steingasser, Deputy Director Development Review & Historic Preservation 

 

DATE: March 3, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: Supplemental Report - ZC # 15-20 (Sursum Corda) 

 First Stage and PUD and Related Map Amendment 

 

At the Zoning Commission’s public hearing on February 11, 2016, the Zoning Commission 

asked the Office of Planning to provide the following: 

 

1. Information on the former Temple Courts residents;  

2. Response from the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD); and 

3. Excerpts of the Mid City East Small Area Plan. 

 

1. Temple Courts Relocation 

The Northwest One Redevelopment Plan (2006) originally included Temple Courts (211 units), 

Sursum Corda (199 units) and the Golden Rule Center (39 units).  All three of these were 

privately owned and operated subsidized housing developments and were at risk of losing their 

Section 8 operating subsidy due to poor physical conditions and neglectful property 

management.  These three sites and several other District owned vacant land parcels underwent a 

master planning process under the office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic 

Development (DMPED) which led to the New Communities Initiative (NCI) that envisioned 

their redevelopment into a new vibrant mixed-income, mixed use neighborhood.   

 

Sursum Corda has since withdrawn from participating in the Northwest One New Communities 

Initiative (NW1/NCI) but redevelopment on the other parcels is ongoing.  To date, three new 

developments have been built as part of the NW1/NCI; Severna which opened in November 

2012, Severna on K which opened in December 2014, and 2M which opened in September 2014.   

 

The residential units in each development are summarized below: 

 

NW1/NCI 

Developments 

Total 

Units 

Replacement Units 

(under 30% of AMI) 

Other Affordable 

Units (under 60% 

AMI) 

Market Rate 

Severna: 

1001 1
st
 Street, NW 

60 30 30 0 

Severna on K  

43 K Street, NW 

133 48 53 32 

2M:  

2 M Street, NE 

314 59 34 221 

TOTAL 507 137 117 253 
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The Temple Courts residents were relocated in 2008 and the buildings demolished.  The 

relocation and on-going tracking of the residents are being managed by Housing Opportunities 

Unlimited (HOU).  HOU is also the 'human capital' provider for NW1/NCI communities; human 

capital providers offer case management and direct services to NW1/NCI households. 

 

When the three newly built NCI supported communities came online, relocated Temple Courts 

households had first priority to occupy replacement units in each of the buildings.  To date, 137 

replacement units have been built and 57 former Temple Courts have moved into them. 

Relocated Temple Courts residents will continue to have priority for replacement units in all 

future phases of the NWI/NCI developments.  Along with other adjacent properties, the former 

Temple Courts property is scheduled to be included in a RFP for redevelopment in 2016.   
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2. Response from the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) 
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3. Excerpts of the Mid City East Small Area Plan 

 

Attached is an excerpt from the Mid City East Small Area Plan, pages 36 to 41 regarding 

properties recommended for density changes.  
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